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Acting Up’s social and emotional accelerated program is designed 
for visual, aural, linguistic, physical, and social learners from 

grades K-12.  Students will experience the movie making process 
from all aspects (e.g. performance, production, technical design, 
and marketing), while learning social and analytical skills through 

hands-on interactive learning! 



Acting Up has worked with and impacted over 3000 students in school, after school, non-profit and for profit 
settings, such as Bear Creek Middle School, Carroll County College and Career Academy, Goddard School, Mundy 

Mills, Tri-Cities High School, Boys and Girls Club, Babson College, and many more.



The Media

This is one of two specials on acting up by the local news.

https://www.instagram.c

om/p/Bfo0S5plm5m/

https://www.instagram.com/p/Bfo0S5plm5m/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bfo0S5plm5m/




Each stage of the program prepares students for GSE and 
CASEL test taking in addition to real-life industry 
situations.  The foundation of our program is built on 
self-confidence, self-motivation, and self-discipline as an 
individual.  Students begin with learning the fundamentals 
of performing, industry etiquette, and the production 
process.  As they progress through the program, we look 
to expose each student to multiple roles (e.g. writing, 
acting, video, sound, lighting, set design, and camera 
work) while honing in on their talents, gifts and passions.  
We bring it all together at the end of the course with an 
exciting, collaborative, full-scale short film where students 
learn hands-on techniques and experience. The best films 
will be screened at the end of year Georgia Student Film 
Festival powered by Acting Up!



The Product...

This is an example scene by the students of Acting Up..

https://youtu.be/wQx

JK3V_zpo

https://youtu.be/wQxJK3V_zpo
https://youtu.be/wQxJK3V_zpo


Creating -Performing-Responding-Connecting

Our objectives are in line with the over all goal.



Acting Up’s  Social and Emotional Learning Role...

Acting Up provides the perfect environment 
for children to acquire and effectively apply 

the knowledge, attitudes, and skills 
necessary to  understand and manage 

emotions, to achieve the programs set goals.



THINK

SEE

FEEL

HEar

SAY

As students watch various productions they’ve seen in movies, on YouTube, and other media platforms, they begin the 

think about things they liked or didn’t like as well as things that they would do different.  As they move through the 

program, students will have the opportunity to apply those thoughts and focus on the production role that resonates 

with them most.  

Students will have the opportunity to learn how various industry professionals use creativity, technique and focus to 

accomplish their artistic goals.  By applying these learned principles, students are able to see their progression 

through their completed projects. 

Students are provided with a medium to express their creative views and expressions.  With the 

guidance of our trained instructors, students feel a sense of purpose and achievement with the 

completion of the program objectives as well as their own productions. 

Students are motivated by words of encouragement, constructive criticism, and forward-thinking. 

Throughout the course, students will hear compliments, positive feedback, and areas of growth to 

increase self-confidence and goal-orientation. 

Collaboration gives each student a say in how the production/project is completed and presented.  

This sense of ownership of the project increases interest, dedication, and focus. 

Student Empathy Chart



The Lesson...

Brandon Thaxton closes each Acting Up 

course with motivational words.

https://instagram.com/p/

BazAXGYlQLL/

https://instagram.com/p/BazAXGYlQLL/
https://instagram.com/p/BazAXGYlQLL/


Our program is built on hands-on 
experience, interaction, and 
collaboration.  Acting Up’s 
lectures and exercises give 

students practical experience in 
all areas of the acting and film 

industry.  



Brandon Thaxton
Producer, Director, Actor.
-Curveball The Movie
- Over 3000 Kids Trained
-Award Winning Director and 
Actor

Lauren Hudson
Producer, Director, Actress, 
Voice Over Professional
-Emmy Award Winning
- 30 Years of Commercial 
and Film Instructing.

David Kote
Director, Actor
-Masters In Theater Indiana 
University Bloomington 
-25 Years of Experience in 
Theater Education

Joshua Spivey
D.O.P, Gaffer, Lighting 
technician.
-Over 1000 Hours of Onset 
Experience.
-Worked 2 seasons Stranger 
Things 

Miko Defoor
Producer, Director Actor
-Over 50 Local and 
International Commercials 
and Films.
- 20 Years of Commercial 
and Film instructing

Tamarah Costen
Producer, Unit Production 
Manager, Writer, Instructor
-Theater and Film Instructor 
for Public Schools
- Over 1000 Hours of Onset 
Experience.

Industry Professionals 



How to implement Acting Up into your School!

The process is simple and cost effective to implement Acting Up’s program into 

the school’s current curriculum.  

● The school is assigned a Program Director. Your Program Director (DP) 

will find out your initial needs and modify your program in accordance 

to selecting kids, time, and budget. The PD will also provide any 

insurance or paperwork needed.

● Each team consists of one professional actor/director and a production 

expert.  Each team member is qualified and has undergone a full 

background investigation.

● Your PD will be sure to launch your program successfully by following 

up with faculty, students, parents, and teams throughout the program.

-



Program Choices

                                                     

 
Program Time Students Cost Description

Acting 4 Weeks
3x a week 
1-3hr sessions

10-25 $1000 Preferably in a after school Students focus on Acting Techniques and present scenes to 
parents, teachers and friends.

Film Production 4 Weeks
3x a week 
1-3hr sessions

10-25 $1500 Preferably in a afterschool Production classes consists of hands on filming experience, 
learning, and practicing real-world production techniques. Students will film short films 
and present to class.

Acting and Film 12 Weeks
3x a week 
1-3hr sessions

10-25 $3200 This is a full course that teaches students the ins and outs of film production. Acting and 
Production techniques are used to create student-made films. The films are presented 
to family, faculty and students.

Acting Workshop 2-6 Hours 5-30 $350 A fast pace introduction workshop to Acting, self-motivation, and purpose.

Production 
Workshop

2-6 Hours 5-15 $500 A fast pace introduction workshop to Filmmaking, collaboration, and leadership 
skills.



The Pay Off

Over the years, Acting Up has trained thousands of children 

across the world.  Some of the success is exhibited by movie 

deals and role acquisitions; however, the lion's share of the 

success is exhibited the in the classroom.  Several of our 

students have graduated from high school early, raised test 

scores, achieved personal goals, and formed valuable 

relationships. The measure of a student’s success is not solely 

measured by the test scores; yet, by their adaptation to their 

passions, drive, and goal-attainment. 


